
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE  “Spirit of God, Descend upon my Heart” — arr. Douglas Wagner Quint Lerch, organ 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: Jesus said:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

All:  and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

One: and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

All:  On these two commandments hang all of the law and the prophets. 
 

ANTHEM “Processional Jubilee” — Anna Laura Page White Chapel Bells 

    

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: Let us speak the truth about ourselves 

to our neighbors and to God, 

acknowledging what we have done 

and what we have left undone. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Your holiness, O God, commands that we confess: 

We have neither loved our neighbors as ourselves 

nor honored ourselves as your beloved creation. 

We have judged unjustly, 

regarded others ungenerously, 

profited at the losses of those near and distant, 

borne grudges, desired vengeance, 

and kept silence in the face of wrongdoing. 

We long to live in accord with your desire 

that your way of compassion, kindness, and honesty 

will govern our hearts and minds, 

turning us toward lives of peace. 

Forgive us and lead us. Amen. 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Siblings in Christ, 

the Holy One who promises forgiveness to those 

who seek the good 

hears your confession. 

As the crucified and risen child of God, 

your Redeemer fully knows your desire for reconciled relationships. 

You are forgiven. 

In that promise is the power to love your 

neighbors and yourselves 

as beloved of God who created all that exists. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Come, Holy Spirit, 

in the Word of God, 

as the breath of life, 

amidst your people gathered here, 

into our hearts and minds. 

Stir us to know the happiness of life in your blessings. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: 

You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall 

not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not 

go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am 

the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you 

will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  
 

 Matthew 22:34-40  

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He 

said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
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CHILDREN’S GREETING    
 

MUSIC “Jesu, Jesu” — Tom Colvin as set to a Ghanaian folk tune (page 8 below) 
 

SERMON  “Differentiation” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” — Charles Wesley (page 9 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Ye Holy Angels Bright”— arr. Franklin Ritter Quint Lerch 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR OCTOBER 25: 
 

Prelude – “Spirit of God, Descend upon my Heart,” arr. by Douglas Wagner from the hymn tune 

MORECAMBE set to a text by George Croly 

George Croly was an Irish priest in the mid-1800’s. He served several parishes in Ireland and wrote several 

hymn collections which dealt with biographical, historical, and scriptural subjects. The tune MORECAMBE 

was written about 1870 by English composer Frederick Atkinson who served as organist and choirmaster at 

Norwich Cathedral and during his career he wrote hymns, choral pieces, and Anglican Church service 

music. The tune is named after an English seaside town.   
 

Anthem – “Processional Jubilee” by Anna Laura Page  

“Processional Jubilee” by Anna Laura Page begins with a repeated 4 measure phrase, starting with two 

ringers and increasing to the whole group, as they process to their places. While the rhythms are simple, 

techniques such as thumb damp, echo, shake, and martellato lift enhance the melody. 
 

Whitechapel Bells, an intergenerational handbell choir for middle school students and adults, includes 

Gavin Dunn, Joan Fiorella, Stella Heimerling, Connor McGovern, Anne Marie Naseef, Liz Olson, Nikki 

Passante, Keira Wackes, and substitute Kristin Carberry under the direction of Nancy Ruth Wainwright. 
 

Meditation on “Jesu, Jesu” – by Tom Colvin as set to a Ghanaian folk tune 

Tom Colvin was an engineer working overseas in the late 1940’s.  But after studying theology at Trinity 

College in Glasgow, Scotland he was ordained in 1954 into the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) and began 

working as a missionary in Malawi and Ghana.  While attending a lay seminar for agriculture, development, 

and evangelism in Ghana, he heard a folk melody he thought might be appropriate for a hymn about Christian 

love and wrote an appropriate text.  He shared his hymn with the Iona Community in Scotland and his new 

hymn was published in 1968 in a collection of African hymns.  This fine text is based on Jesus' personalized 

object lesson on servanthood when he washed his disciples' feet (John 13:1-17) and on Jesus’ parable of the 

good Samaritan. That parable was his response to the question “Who is my Neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-37). 

 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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Meditation on “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” – Charles Wesley 

Charles Wesley of England, the most prolific hymnodist of all time wrote well over 5000 hymns during his 

81 years during the 18th century. In 1739, he wrote a 15-verse text, 6 verses of which became the hymn we 

know today. The title came from a Moravian minister friend who told him “if I had a thousand tongues, I 

would use all of them to praise Christ!”   
 

Postlude – “Ye Holy Angels Bright” – Organ arrangement by Franklin Ritter of the hymn tune 

DARWALL set to lyrics written by Richard Baxter (b.1615- d.1681) 

Franklin Ritter is a contemporary composer of church music, especially for organ and choirs. This arrangement 

comes from the hymn tune written in 1770 by John Darwall, which he based on Psalm 148. However, the 

original text was written by Richard Baxter in 1681. Baxter was a minister of the Church of England, and also 

served as Chaplain to King Charles II. Baxter helped Charles navigate through the religious unrest between 

Anglicans and Catholics that characterized much of his reign.   

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS TODAY, October 25, 2020 @ 1 pm. Bring your furry, prickly, scaly, 

feathered family members to a special Zoom event that will acknowledge the great blessing of pets. Photos 

of animals who can’t be present are welcome. Sunday, October 25 after worship. Zoom Link. Bulletin. 

 

MATTHEW 25 – We are continuing Sunday morning discussions this week! From 9-9:45am you can join 

us via Zoom by clicking on this link. Each week’s resources will be linked in the weekly email newsletter and 

on the Adult Education page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. Hope 

you can join us!  

 

STEWARDSHIP SEASON “RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE” — The theme for the campaign, “Run With 

Perseverance” is inspired by the faithful dedication of our members in delivering on the mission of the church 

through one of the most challenging periods of our lifetime. Part of the way we display that dedication is 

through the sharing of our financial gifts. One way these gifts have helped us persevere has been in the work 

of the Finance and Property Committee, which has labored to complete needed repairs and maintenance of the 

building. This video will give you a taste of this committee’s stewardship of the infrastructure that supports 

the church’s mission. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS - First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting fall New Member's 

classes via Zoom on Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday, November 15th. Start time for both meetings is 

1:00 and they will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more 

about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more 

about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians 

unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or with any questions. Zoom link. 

 

SWEATSHIRT COLLECTION – The Deacons and Mission Committee are participating in a collection for 

Operation Chillout, an all-volunteer mobile outreach for homeless veterans. New men’s sweatshirts, in sizes L, 

XL, and 2XL in dark blue, dark green, gray black or camo, and new women’s sweatshirts in sizes L and XL in 

dark or light blue, gray, green or other, will be distributed to homeless veterans through Operation Chillout. 

Sweatshirts may have logos as long as they aren’t religious in nature. Bring sweatshirts to the Sunday morning 

drive through or drop off at 55 Roberts Ave., Haddonfield. Contact Ed Hess with questions. Please note: For 

the time being, no other clothing donations are not being accepted. 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89696125815?pwd=d3JvWmoraUtjaTJPTnJ5ekZoZ3FZdz09
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Blessing%20of%20the%20Animals.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82313665051?pwd=MS91eExuOTFaUDduSkhXOTdKZTNXZz09
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1gxctduwpomfbt9/finance%20and%20property%20tour.mp4?dl=0
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997789692?pwd=S0ZjQ1VyWEp2NWhYbkF5Yjl2azhtUT09
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WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY COLLECTION – Due to CDC restrictions as they apply to Covid-

19, we have not been going to the Camden County Jail on Fridays. Yet, we are still maintaining 

contact with the women through letters, packages and our contact person. As we do every year, we 

will be assembling a Christmas bag to be distributed to all the women in the facility. If you have 2021 

calendars, greeting cards, and small note pads you could spare, we would greatly appreciate them. 

You can drop your items off at the drive through after church on Sunday. Please mark the bag, The 

Women’s Prison Ministry. Thank you. 
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on 

the Adult Education tab. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – The Thursday evening Bible study has concluded its study of 

the Gospel of Mark, and will begin studying Revelation starting Thursday, November 5th at 6:30. The 

primary book Pastor Nikki will be basing the study on is Craig Keoster's, Revelation and the End of All 

Things. Prior to that, join Nikki for a stand-alone workshop on “Speaking the Truth in Love: Passive, 

Aggressive, and Assertive Behavior,” a primer on communication skills and aligning with best practices 

(Stephen Ministry material) Thursday, October 29 at 6:30 p.m. Zoom link. 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY – The Porch Study will meet next on November 11 to study Max Lucado’s Advent 

series. Please join us for study, fellowship and prayer. You don't need to attend each session and there is no 

work you are required to do before meeting. If you would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church 

office or Deb Nussbaum at debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our 

Zoom mailing list.   

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The 

format is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. The text for Tuesday, October 20 is Leviticus 19:1-2, 

15-18. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – Schedule your conversation with Nikki and Doug now for Tuesdays 

from 9 to 11 through November 17. They will meet (in jackets and gloves if necessary) outside the church, 

under a canopy, for a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer. Please make a reservation! To book your 30-

minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org.  

 

ST WILFRID’S – Current needs: Socks, Socks, Socks! We cannot distribute clothes during this 

pandemic, but we think we can distribute socks. Please donate NEW socks that we can label as men’s, 

women’s boys’ and girls’. Peanut butter, tuna, pasta, sauce, and diapers are still needed! 

Christmas Toy Drive: We are currently organizing our Christmas toy drive and distribution. On 

December 12, we will be distributing toys for parents to give their children. We will need many additional 

volunteers that morning to usher patrons, retrieve toys, translate, and usher the patrons exiting onto 

Westfield Ave. (December 12 will also be a good date for the youth needing service hours.) If you have 

questions, please start with Rose at Intrepidrose@hotmail.com. To select gifts to donate, go to the gift 

registry: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2Q97425NYU99S?ref_=wl_share 

For more information, contact Jill Mascena-856-428-7342 or click on   www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:Intrepidrose@hotmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2Q97425NYU99S?ref_=wl_share
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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YOUTH GROUP IS BACK – The next gathering is Sunday, 11/1/20 from 5pm-6pm. Any 6th – 12th 

grader interested in joining the Youth Group is welcome. For information, please reach out to Gab 

Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

COMMUNION AND DEACONS OFFERING NEXT WEEK – November is at hand. Join the virtual 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper at 10 a.m. The monthly Deacons offering will be collected during the 

post-worship drive through or online. The deacons count on your generosity to support their missions 

locally and farther afield. 

 

TIME TO TALK TURKEY: 

Question # 1 Is there going to be a Turkey collection this year?  Answer: 

Yes! we will be collecting turkeys this year! Cash donations will also be 

accepted online – a special tab will be set up exclusively for this! We are 

still working out details regarding dropping off birds early and times to 

drop off on Sunday, November 22. 

Question # 2 Where do you take those birds?  Answer: Your Food Shelf 

in Camden 

Question # 3 Where? What is that? Answer: Since 1980, Your Food Shelf 

has been helping residents of Camden and the surrounding area avoid 

hunger. Each year, Your Food Shelf provides emergency food, clothing & 

household items to 1,500 seniors, families and children in need. Each food bag distributed provides a typical 

family of four with three meals a day for three days. In the summer months, our Farmer’s Market offers free, 

fresh produce to the seniors and families we serve to ensure they have access to healthy foods.  

Question #4 Feeling pandemic fatigue and want to know how to feel better?  Answer: Donate a turkey.  

Studies have shown helping others make you feel better. 

Question # 5 What do these numbers mean: 2002 06 6074 1882 24? Answers: The Dark family took over the 

turkey collection in 2002 when Drew was just 6 years old, and some of those birds where as big as him. Since 

then we have collected over $6074 in cash and 1882 birds. Drew is now 24 years old. 

 

RESOURCES FOR STAYING CONNECTED – Instruction guide for dialing into Sunday worship 

services; Options for maintaining ties. 

 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRITURE PASSAGE: Revelation 7: 9-17 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 

in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory 

and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 

I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they 

are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 

throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs 

of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/CALL%20IN%20AND%20WORSHIP-1.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/How%20to%20Stay%20Connected%20with%20the%20Church.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security 

 

 

 
 

 

ACTIVITY IN THE COURTYARD

 Carol Choir Rehearsal 

 

Youth Group  

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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